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CHAPTER VI

Although T intend toleave the descrip-
tion of this empire to a particular trea-
tise, yet in the meantime I am content
to gratify the curious reader with some
general ideas. As the common size of
the natives is somewhat under six
inches high, so there is an exact pro-
portion in all other animals, as well as
plants and trees: for instance, the tall-
est horses and oxen are befween four
and five inches in height, the sheep an
inch and a half, more or less: their
‘geese about the bigness of a sparrow,
and so the several gradations down-
wards till you come to the smallest
which, to my sight, were almost invis-
ible; but nature had adapted the eyes
of the Lilliputians to all objects proper
for their view: they see with great ex-
actness, but at no great distance. And
to show the sharpness of their sight fo-
wards objects that are near, I have
been much pleased with observing a
ook pulling a lark, which was not so
large as a common fly; and a young
girl threading an invisible needle with
invisible silk. Their tallest trees are
about seven feet high: I mean some of
those in the great royal park, the tops
whereof I could but just reach with my
fist clenched. The other vegetables are
in the same proportion; but this I leave
to the reader's imagination.

T shall say but little at present of their
leaming, which for many ages had
flourished in all its branches among
them; but their manner of writing is
very peculiar, being neither from the
left to the sight, like the Evropeans;
nor from the right to the left, like the
Arabians; nor from up to down, like
the Chinese; nor from down toup, like
the Cascagians; but aslant from one
comer of the paper to the other, like
ladies in England.

They bury their dead with their heads
directly downwards, because they
hold an opinion, that in cleven thou-
sand moons they are all to rise again,
in which period the carth (which they
conceive to be flat) will tum upside
down, and by this means they shall, at
their resurrection, be found ready
standing on their feet. The leamed
among them confess the absurdity of
this doctrine, but the practice still con-
tinues, in compliance to the vulgar

There are some laws and customs in
this empire very peculiar; and if they
were not so directly contrary to those
of my own dear country, I should be
tempted to say a litle in their justifi-
cation. Itis only to be wished that they
were as well executed. The first I shall
mention relates to informers. All
crimes against the state are punished
here with the utmost severity; but if
the person accused makes his inno-
cence plainly to appear upon his trial,
the accuseris immediately put to anig-
‘nominious death; and out of his goods
or lands, the innocent person is quad-
ruply recompensed for the loss of his
time, for the danger he underwent, for
the hardship of his imprisonment, and
for all the charges he had been at in
making his defense. O, if that fund be
deficient, it is largely supplied by the
Crown. The Emperor does also confer
on him some public mark of his favor,
and proclamation is made of his inno-
cence through the whole city.

They look upon fraud as a greater
crime than theft, and therefore seldom
fail to punish it with death; for they
allege, that care and vigilance, with a
very common understanding, may pre-
serve aman’s goods from thieves, but
honesty has no fence against superior
cunning; and since it is necessary that
there should be a perpetual intercourse
of buying and selling, and dealing

upon credit, where fraud is permitted
and connived at, or has no law to pun-
ish it, the honest dealer is always un-
done, and the knave gets the ad-
vantage. remember when I was once
interceding with the King for a crimi-
nal who had wronged his master of
‘reat sum of money, which he had re-
ceived by order, and ran away with;
and happening to tell his Majesty, by
way of extenuation, that it was oaly a
breach of trust; the Emperor thought it
‘monstrous inme to offer, as a defense,
the greatest aggravation of the crime:
and truly I had lttle to say in retum,
farther than the common answer, that
different nations had different cus-
toms; for, I confess, T was heartily
ashamed.

Although we usually call reward and
punishment the fwo hinges upon
which all govemment tums, yet 1
could never observe this maxim to be
put in practice by any nation except
that of Lilliput. Whoever can there
bring sufficient proof that he has
strictly observed the laws of his coun-
try for seventy-three moons, has a
claim to certain privileges, according
to his quality and condition of Life,
with a proportionable sum of money
out of a fund appropriated for that
use: he likewise acquires the title of
Snilpall, or Legal, which is added to
his name, but does not descend to his
posterity. And these people thought it
a prodigious defect of policy among
us, when I told them that our laws
were enforced only by penalties with-
out any mention of reward. It is upon
this account that the image of justice,
in their courts of judicature, is formed
with six eyes, two before, as many be-
hind, and on each side one, to signify
circumspection; with a bag of gold
open in her right hand, and a sword
sheathed in her left, to show she is

more disposed to reward than to pun-
ish

In choosing persons for all employ
‘ments, they have more regard to good
‘morals than to great abilities; for, since
‘govemment is necessary to mankind,
they believe-that the common size of
human understandings is fitted to
some station or other, and that Provi-
dence never intended to make the
‘management of public affairs a mys
tery, to be comprehended only by a
few persons of sublime genius, of
which there seldom are three bom in
an age: but they suppose truth, justice,
temperance, and the like, to be in
every man’s power; the practice of
which virtues, assisted by experience
and a good intention, would qualify
any man for the service of his country,
except where a course of study is re-
quired. But they thought the want of
moral virtues was so far from being
supplied by superior endowments of
the mind, that employments could
never be put into such dangerous
hands as those of persons so qualified;
and at least, that the mistakes commit-
ted by ignorance in a virtuous disposi-
tion, would never be of such fatal con-
sequence to the public weal, as the
practices of a man whose inclinations
led him to be corrupt, and had great
abilities to manage, and multiply, and
defend his corruptions.

In like manner, the disbelief of a Di-
vine Providence renders a man incapa-
ble of holding any public station; for
since kings avow themselves to be the
deputies of Providence, the Lilliputi-
ans think nothing can be more absurd
than for a prince to employ such men
as disown the authority under which
heacts.

In relating these and the following
laws, T would only be understood to

mean the original institutions, and not
the most scandalous corruptions into
which these people are fallen by the
degenerate nature of man. For as to
that infamous practice of acquiting
great employments by dancing on the
ropes, or badges of favor and distinc-
tion by leaping over sticks and ereep-
ing under them, the reader is to ob-
serve, that they were first introduced
the grandfather of the Emperor

now reigning, and grew to the present
height by the gradual increase of party
and faction.

Ingratitude is among them a capital
crime, as we read it to have been in
some other countries; for they reason
thus, that whoever makes ill retums to
his benefactor, must needs be a com-
mon enemy to the rest of mankind,
from whom he has received no obliga-
tion, and therefore such a man is not
fit to live.

Their notions relating to the duties of
parents and children differ extremely
from ouss. For since the conjunction of
male and female is founded upon the
reat law of nature, in order to propa-
gate and continue the species, the Lil-
liputians will needs have it, that men
and women are joined together like
other animals, by the motives of con-
cupiscence; and that their tendemess
towards their young proceeds from
the like natural principle: for which
reason they will never allow, that a
child is under any obligation to his fa-
ther for begetting him, or his mother
for bringing him into the world;
which, considering the miseries of hu-
man life, was neither a benefit itself,
nor intended so by his parents, whose
thoughts in their love-encounters were
otherwise employed. Upon these, and
the like reasonings, their opinion is
that parents are the last of all others to
be trusted with the education of their
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own children: and therefore they have
in every town public nurseries, where
all parents, except cottagers and labor-
ers, are obliged to send their infants of
both sexes fo be reared and educated
when they come to the age of twenty
moons, at which time they are sup-
posed to have some rudiments of do-
cility. These schools are of several
kinds, suited to different qualities
and to both sexes. They have certain
professors well skilled in preparing
children for such a condition of life as
befits the rank of their parents, and
their own capacities as well as inclina-
tions. I shall say something of the male
nurseries, and then of the female.

‘The nusseries for males of noble or em-
inent birth are provided with grave
and leamed professors, and their sev-
eral deputies. The clothes and food of
the children are plain and simple. They
are bred up in the principles of honor,
justice, courage, modesty, clemency,
religion, and love of their country

they are always employed in some
business, except in the times of eating
and sleeping, which are very short

and two hours for diversions, consist-
ing of bodily exercises. They are
dressed by men till four years of age,
and then are obliged to dress them-
selves, although their quality be ever
so great; and the women attendants,
who are aged proportionably to ours at
fifty, perform only the most menial of-
fices. They are never suffered to con-
verse with servants, but go togetherin
small or greater numbers to take their
diversions, and always in the presence
of a professor, or one of his deputies;
whereby they avoid those early bad
impressions of folly and vice to which
our children are subject. Their parents
are suffered to see them only twice a
year; the visit is to last but an hour
They are allowed to kiss the child at
mecting and parting; but a professor,

who always stands by on those occa-
sions, will not suffer them to whisper,
or use any fondling expressions, or
bring any presents of foys, sweet-
meats, and the like

The pension from each family for the
education and entertainment of a
child, upon failure of due payment, is
levied by the Emperor's officers.

‘The nurseries for children of ordinary
gentlemen, merchants, traders, and
handicrafts, are managed proportiona-
bly after the same manner; only those
designed for trades are put out appren-
tices at cleven years old, whereas
those of persons of quality continuein
their exercises til fifteen, which an-
swers to one and twenty with us: but
the confinement is gradually lessened
for the last three years

In the female nurseries, the young girls
of quality are educated much like the
males, only they are dressed by or-
derly servants of their own sex; but al-
ways in the presence of a professor or
deputy, till they come to dress them-
selves, which is at five years old. And
if it be found that these nurses ever
presume to entertain the gids with
frightful or foolish stories, or the com-
mon follies practiced by chamber-
maids among us, they are publicly
whipped thrice about the city, impris-
oned for a year and banished for life
to the most desolate part of the coun-
try. Thus the young ladies there are as
much ashamed of being cowards and
fools as the men, and despise all per-
sonal omaments beyond decency and
cleanliness: neither did I perceive any
difference in their education, made by
their difference of sex, only that the

exercises of the females were not alto-
gether so robust; and that some rules
were given them relating to domestic
life, and a smaller compass of learning

was enjoined them: for their maxim s
that among people of quality a wife
should be always a reasonable and
agreeable companion, because she
cannot always be young. When the
girls are twelve years old, which
among them is the marriageable age,
their parents or guardians take them
home, with great expressions of grati-
tude to the professors, and seldom
without tears of the young lady and
her companions.

In the nurseries of females of the
meaner sort, the children are in-
structed in all kinds of works proper
for their sex, and their several degrees:
those intended for apprentices are dis-
missed at nine years old, the rest are to
thirteen.

The meaner families who have chil-
drenat these nuseries, are obliged, be-
sides their annual pension, which is as
low as possible, to retum to the stew-
ard of the nursery a small monthly
share of their gettings, to be a portion
for the child; and therefore all parents
are limited in their expenses by the
law. For the Lilliputians think nothing
can be more unjust, than for people, in
subservience to their own appetites, to
bring children into the world and leave
the burden of supporting them on the
public. As to persons of quality, they
give security to appropriate a certain
sum for cach child, suitable to their
condition; and these funds are always
managed with good husbandry, and
the most exact justice.

The cottagers and laborers keep their
children at home, their business being
only to till and cultivate the carth, and
therefore their education is of little
consequence to the public; but the old
and discased among them are sup-
ported by hospitals: for begging is a
trade unknown in this kingdom.

And hereit may perhaps divert the cu-
rious reader o give some account of
my domestics, and my manner of liv-
ing in this country, during a residence
of nine months and thirteen days.
Having a head mechanically tumed,
and being likewise forced by neces-
sity, T had made for myself atable and
chair convenient cnough, out of the
lasgest trees in the royal park. Two
hundred seamstresses were employed
to make me shirts, and linen for my
bed and table, all of the strongest and
coarsest kind they could get; which,
however, they were forced to quilt to-
‘gether in several folds, for the thickest
was some degrees finer than lawn.
Their linen is usvally three inches
wide, and three feet make a picce. The
scamstresses took my measure as I I
on the ground, one standing at my
neck, and another at my mid-leg, with
a strong cord extended, that cach held
by the end, while the third measured
the length of the cord with a rule an
inch long. Then they measured my
sight thumb, and desired no more; for
by a mathematical computation, that
twice round the thumb is once round
the wrist, and so on to the neck and
the waist, and by the help of my old
shirt, which I displayed on the ground
before them for a pattem, they fitted
me exactly. Three hundred tailors
were employed in the same manner to
make me clothes; but they had another
contrivance for taking my measure. 1
kneeled down, and they raised a lad-
der from the ground to my neck; upon
this ladder one of them mounted, and
let fall a plomb-line from my collar to
the floor, which just answered the
length of my coat; but my waist and
amms T measured myself. When my
clothes finished, which was done in
my house (for the largest of theirs
would not have been able to hold
them) they looked like the patch-work

made by the ladies in England, only
that mine were all of a color.

1 had three hundred cooks to dressmy.
victuals, in little convenient huts built
about my house, where they and their
families lived, and prepared me two
dishes apiece. I took up twenty wait-
ers in my hand, and placed them on
the table: a hundred more attended be-
low on the ground, some with dishes
of meat, and some with barrels of
wine, and other liquors, shung on their
shoulders; all which the waiters above
drew up as I wanted, in a very ingen-
fous manner, by certain cords, as we
draw the bucket up a well in Europe.
A dish of their meat was a good
mouthful, and a barrel of their liquora
reasonable draught. Their mutton
yields to ours, but their beef is excel-
lent. T have had a sitloin so large, that
T have been forced to make three bits
of it; but this is rare. My servants were
astonished to see me cat it bones and
all, as in our country we do the leg of
a lark. Their geese and turkeys I usu-
ally ate at amouthful, and I must con-
fess they far exceed ours. OF their
smaller fowl I could take up twenty or
thisty at the end of my knife

One day his Tmperial Majesty, being
informed of my way of living, desired
that himself and his Royal Consort,
with the young Princes of the blood of
both sexes, might have the happiness
(as he was pleased to call if) of dining
with me.
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That the other part of the Parliament
consisted of an assembly called the
House of Commons, who were all
principal gentlemen, freely picked and
culled out by the people themselves,
for their great abilities and love of
their country, to represent the wisdom
of the whole nation. And these two
bodies make up the most august as-
sembly in Europe, to whom, in con-
junction with the prince, the whole
legislature is committed.

1 then descended to the Courts of jus-
tice, over which the judges, those ven-
erable sages and interpreters of the
law, presided, for determining the dis-
puted rights and properties of men, as
well as for the punishment of vice, and
protection of innocence. I mentioned
the prudent management of our treas-
ury; the valor and achievements of our
forces by sea and land. I computed the
number of our people, by reckoning
how many millions there might be of
cach religious sect, or political party
among vs. I did not omit even our
sports and pastimes, or any other par-
ticular which I thought might redound
to the honor of my country. And I fin-
ished all with a brief historical account
of affairs and events in England for
about a hundred years past

‘This conversation was not ended un-
der five audiences, each of several
hours, and the King heard the whole
with great attention, frequently taking
notes of what I spoke, as well as mem-
orandums of several questions he in-
tended to ask me.

When I had put an end to these long
discourses, his Majesty in a sixth audi-
ence, consulting his notes, proposed
many doubts, queries, and objections,
upon every asticle. He asked what
methods were used to cultivate the

minds and bodies of our young nobil-
ity, and in what kind of business they
commonly spent the first and teacha-
ble part of their lives. What course was
taken to supply that assembly when
any noble family became extinct
What qualifications were in those who
were to be created new lords. Whether
the humor of the prince, a sum of
money to a court lady, or a prime min-
ister, or a design of strengthening a
party opposite fo the public interest
ever happened to be motives in those
advancements. What share of
knowledge these lords had in the laws,
of their country, and how they came
by it, so as to cnable them to decide
the properties of their fellow-subjects
in the last resort. Whether they were
always so free from avarice, partiali-
ties, or want, that a bribe, or some
other sinister view, could have no
place among them. Whether those
holy lords I spoke of were always pro-
moted to that rank upon account of
their knowledge in religious matters,
and the sanctity of their lives, had
never been compliers with the times
while they were common priests, or
slavish prostitute chaplains to some
nobleman, whose opinions they con-
tinued servilely to follow after they
were admitted into that assembly.

He then desired to know what arts
were practiced in electing those whom
T commoners: whether a stranger with
a strong purse might not influence the
vulgar voters to choose him before
their own landlord, or the most con-
siderable gentleman in the neighbor-
hood. How it came to pass, that peo-
ple were so violently bent upon getting
into this assembly, which I allowed to
be a great trouble and expense, often
to the ruin of their families, without
any salary or pension: because this ap-
peared such an exalted strain of virtue
and public spiri, that his Majesty

scemed to doubt it might possibly not
be always sincere: and he desired to
know whether such zealous gentlemen
could have any views of refunding
themselves for the charges and trouble
they were at, by sacrificing the public
good to the designs of a weak and vi-
cious prince in conjunction with a cor-
rupted ministry. He multiplied his
questions and sifted me thoroughly
upon every part of this head, propos-
ing numberless inquiries and objec-
tions, which I think it not prudent or
convenient to repeat

Upon what I said in relation to our
Courts of Justice, his Majesty desired
to be satisfied in several points: and
this I was the better able to do, having
been formerly almost ruined by a long.
suit in chancery, which was decreed
for me with costs. He asked, what
time was usvally spent in determining
between right and wrong, and what
degree of expense. Whether advocates
and orators had liberty to plead in
causes manifestly known to be unjust,
vexatious, or oppressive. Whether
party in religion or politics were ob-
served to be of any weight in the scale
of justice. Whether those pleading or-
ators were persons educated in the
‘general knowledge of equity, or only
in provincial, national, and other local
customs. Whether they or their judges
had any part in penning those laws
which they assumed the liberty of in-
terpreting and glossing upon at their
pleasure. Whether they had ever at
different times pleaded for and
against the same cause, and cited prec-
edents to prove contrary opinions.
Whether they were arich ora poor cor-
poration. Whether they received any
pecuniary reward for pleading or de-
livering their opinions. And particu-
larly whether they were ever admitted
as members in the lower senate.

He fell next upon the management of
our treasury; and said he thought my
‘memory had failed me, because I com-
puted our taxes at about five or six
millions a year, and when I came to
mention the issues, he found they
sometimes amounted to more than
double; for the notes he had taken
were very particular in this poiat, be-
cause he hoped, as he told me, that the
knowledge of our conduct might be
useful to him, and he could not be de-
ceived in his calculations. But, if what
T told him were true, he was still at a
loss how a kingdom could run out of
its estate like a private person. He
asked me, who were our creditors; and
where we should find money to pay
them. He wondered to hear me talk of
such chargeable and extensive wars;
that certainly we must be a quarrel-
some people, or live among very bad
neighbors, and that our generals must
needs be sicher than our kings. He
asked what business we had out of our
own islands, unless upon the score of
trade or treaty, or to defend the coasts
with our fleet. About all, he was
amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary
standing army in the midst of peace,
and among a free people. He said, if
we were governed by our own consent
in the persons of our representatives,
he could not imagine of whom we
were affaid, or against whom we were
to fight; and would hear my opinion,
whether a private man’s house might
not better be defended by himself, his
children, and family, than by half a
dozen rascals picked upat aventure in
the streets, for small wages, who
might get a hundred times more by
cutting their throats.

He laughed at my odd kind of arith-
metic (as he was pleased to call if) in
reckoning the numbers of our people
by a computation drawn from the sev-

eral sects among us in religion and pol-
itics. He said, he knew no reason, why
those who entertain opinions prejudi-
cial to the public, should be obliged to
change, or should not be obliged to
conceal them. And as it was tyranny
in any govemment to require the first
so it was weakness not to enforce the
second: for a man may be allowed to
keep poisons in his closet, but not to
vend them about for cordials.

He observed that among the diver-
sions of our nobility and gentry I had
mentioned gaming. He desired to
know at what age this entertainment
was usually taken up, and when it was
laid down; how much of their time it
employed; whether it ever went so
high as to affect their fortunes;
whether mean vicious people, by their
dexterity in that art, might not arive
at great riches, and sometimes keep
our very nobles in dependence, as well
as habituate them to vile companions,
wholly take them from the improve-
‘ment of their minds, and force them,
by the losses they have received, to
leam and practice that infamous dex-
terity upon others.

He was perfectly astonished with the
historical account I gave him of ouraf-
fairs during the last century, protesting
it was only a heap of conspiracies, re-
bellions, murders, massacres, revolu-
tions, banishments, the very worst ef-
fects that avarice, faction, hypocrisy,
perfidiousness, cruelty, rage, madness,
hatred, envy, lust, malice, or ambition
could produce.

His Majesty in another audience was
at the pains to recapitulate the sum of
all T had spoken, compared the ques-
tions he made with the answers I had
given, then taking me into his hands,
and stroking me gently, delivered him-
self in these words, which I shall never
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forget nor the manner he spoke them
in: My little friend Grildrig, you have
made a most admirable pancgyric
upon your country: you have clearly
proved that ignorance, idleness, and
vice, may be sometimes the only ingre-
dients for qualifying a legislator; that
laws are best explained, interpreted.
and applied by those whose interest
and abilities lie in perverting, con-
founding, and eluding them. T observe
among you some lines of an institu-
tion, which in its original might have
been tolerable, but these half erased,
and the rest wholly blurred and blot-
ted by corruptions. It does not appear
from all you have said, how any one
vistue is required towards the procure-
ment of any one station among you;
much less that men are ennobled on
account of their virtue, that priests are
advanced for their piety o leaming,
soldiers for their conduct or valor,
judges for their integrity, senators for
the love of their country, or counsel-
lors for their wisdom. As for yourself
(continued the King) who have spent
the greatest part of your life in travel-
ing, T am well disposed to hope you
may hitherto have escaped many vices
of your country. But by what I have
gathered from your own relation, and
the answers I have with much pains
wringed and extorted from you, I can-
not but conclude the bulk of
tives to be the most pernicious race of
little odious vermin that nature ever
suffered to crawl upon the surface of
the carth

your na-

CHAPTER VII

Nothing but an extreme love of truth
could have hindered me from conceal-
ing this part of my story. It wasin vain
to discover my resentments, which
were always tumed into ridicule; and
T was forced to rest with patience
while my noble and most beloved

country was so injuriously treated. 1
am heartily sorry as any of my readers
can possibly be, that such an occasion
was given: but this prince happened to
be so curious and inquisitive upon
every particular, that it could not con-
sist cither with gratitude or good man-
ners to refuse giving him what satis-
faction I was able. Yet thus much T
may be allowed to say in my own vin-
dication, that I artfully clded many
of his questions, and gave to every
point a more favorable tum by many
degrees than the strictness of truth
would allow. For I have always bome
that laudable partiality to my own
country, which Dionysius Halicamas-
sensis with so much justice recom-
mends to a historian. I would hide the
frailties and deformities of my politi-
cal mother, and place her virtues and
beauties in the most advantageous
light. This was my sincere endeavor in
those many discourses I had with that
‘mighty monarch, although it unfortu-
nately failed of success.

But great allowances should be given
to a King who lives wholly secluded
from the rest of the world, and must
therefore be altogether unacquainted
with the manners and customs that
‘most prevail in other nations; the want
of which knowledge will ever produce
many prejudices, and a certain namrow-
ness of thinking, from which we and
the politer countries of Europe are
wholly exempted. And it would be
hard indeed, if so remote a prince’s
notions of virtue and vice were to be
offered as a standard for all mankind.

To confirm what I have now said, and
further, to show the miserable effects
of a confined education, I shall here
insert a passage which will hardly ob-
tain belief. In hopes to ingratiate my-
self farther into his Majesty’s favor, I
told him of an invention discovered

between three and four hundred years
ago, to make a certain powder, into a
heap of which the smallest spark of
i falling, would kindle the whole in
amoment, although it were as big asa
‘mountain, and make it all fly up in the
air together, with a noise and agitation
greater than thunder. That a proper
quantity of this powder rammed intoa
hollow tube of brass oriron, according.
to its bigness, would drive a ball of
iron or lead with such violence and
speed, as nothing was able to sustain
its force. the largest balls thus dis-
charged, would not only destroy
whole ranks of an amy at once, but
batter the strongest walls to the
‘ground, sink down ships, with a thou-
sand menin each, to the bottom of the
sea; and, when linked together by a
chain, would cut through masts and
rigging, divide bundreds of bodies in
the middle, and lay all waste before
them. That we often put this powder
into large hollow balls of iron, and dis-
charged them by an engine into some
city we were besieging, which would
1ip up the pavements, tear the houses
to pieces, burst and throw splinters on
every side, dashing out the brains of
all who came near. That I knew the in-
gredients very well, which were
cheap, and common; I understood the
manner of compounding them, and
could direct his workmen how to
make those tubes of a size proportion-
able to all other things in his Majesty’s
kingdom, and the largest need not be
above a hundred feet long; tweaty or
thirty of which tubes, charged with
the proper quantity of powder and
balls, would batter down the walls of
the strongest town in his dominionsin
a few hours, or destroy the whole me-
tropolis, if ever it should pretend to
dispute his absolute commands. This
humbly offered to his Majesty, as a
small tribute of acknowledgment in re-

tum of so many marks that T had re-
ceived of his royal favor and protec-
tion.

‘The King was struck with horror at the
description T had given of those teri-
ble engines, and the proposal I had
made. He was amazed how so impo-
tent and grovelling an insect as 1 (these
were his expressions) could entertain
such inhuman ideas, and in so familiar
a manner as to appear wholly un-
moved at all the scenes of blood and
desolation, which I had painted as the
common effects of those destructive
machines, whereof he said some evil
‘genius, enemy to mankind, must have
been the first contriver. As for himself,
he protested that although few things
delighted him so much as new discov-
eries in art o in nature, yet he would
sather lose half his kingdom than be
privy to such a secret, which he com-
manded me, as I valued my life, never
to mention any more.

A strange effect of namrow principles
and short views that a prince pos-
sessed of every quality which procures
veneration, love, and esteem; of strong.
parts, great wisdom, and profound
leaming, endued with admirable tal-
ents for govemment, and almost
adored by his subjects, should from
nice unnecessary scruple, whereof in
Europe we can have no conception, let
slip an opportunity to put into his
hands, that would have made him ab-
solute master of the lives, the liberties,
and the fortunes of his people. Neither
doT say this with the least intention to
detract from the many virtues of that
excellent King, whose character I am
sensible will on this account be very
much lessened in the opinion of an
English reader: but T take this defect
among them to have risen from their
ignorance, they not having hitherto re-
duced politics into a science, as the

‘more acute wits of Europe have done.
For I remember very well, in a dis-
course one day with the King, when I
happened to say there were several
thousand books among us written
upon the art of govemment, it gave
him (directly contrary to my intention)
a very mean opinion of our under-
standings. He professed both to abom-
inate and despise all mystery, refine-
‘ment, and intrigue, cither in a prince or
a minister. He could not tell what I
meant secrets of state, where an en-
emy or some rival nation were not in
the case. He confined the knowledge
of goveming within very namow
bounds; to common sense and reason,
to justice and lenity, to the speedy de-
termination of civil and criminal
causes; with some other obvious fop-
ics, which are not worth considering.
And he gave it for his opinion, that
whoever could make two cars of com
or two blades of grass to grow upon a
spot of ground where only one grew
before, would deserve better of man-
kind, and do more essential service to
his country than the whole race of pol-
iticians put together.

‘The leamning of this people is very de-
fective, consisting only in morality,
history, poetry, and mathematics,
wherein they must be allowed fo ex-
cel. But the last of these is wholly ap-
plied to what may be useful in life, to
the improvement of agriculture, and
all mechanical arts; so that among us it
would be little esteemed. And as to
ideas, entities, abstractions, and tran-
scendentals, I could never drive the
least conception into their heads.

No law of that country must exceed in
words the number of letters in theiral-
phabet, which consists only of twenty-
two. But indeed few of them extend
even fo that length. They are ex-
pressed in the most plain and simple
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GULLIVER'S TRAVELS
(1726)

by Jonathan Swift

A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN GUL-
LIVER TO HIS COUSIN SYMP-
SON

T hope you will be ready to own pub-
licly, whenever you shall be called to
it, that by your great and frequent ur-
gency you prevailed on me to publish
avery loose and uncorrect account of
my travels; with direction to hire some
young gentlemen of either university
to put them in order, and comrect the
style, as my cousin Dampier did by my
advice, in his book called A Voyage
round the World. But I do not remem-
ber I gave you power to consent that
any thing should be omitted, and
much less that any thing should be in-
serted: therefore, as to the latter, I do
here renounce every thing of that kind;
pasticularly a paragraph about her Maj-
esty the late Queen Anne, of most pi-
ous and glorious memory:; although T
did reverence and esteem her more
than any of human species. But you,
or your interpolator, ought to have
considered, that as it was not my incli-
nation, so was it not decent to praise
any animal of our composition before
my master Houyhnhnm: and besides
the fact was altogether false; for to m;
knowledge, being in England during
some part of her Majesty's reign, she
did govem by a chief minister; nay,
even by two successively; the first
whereof was the Lord of Godolphin,
and the second the Lord of Oxford: so
that you have made me say the thing
that was not. Likewise, in the account
of the Academy of Projectors, and
several passages of my discourse to

my master Houyhnhnm, you have ci-
ther omitted some material circum-
stances, or minced or changed them in
such a manner, that I do hardly know
my own work. When I formerly hinted
to you something of this in a leter,
you were pleased to answer that you

Were afraid of giving offense; that
people in power were very watchful
over the press, and apt nof only to in-
terpret, but to punish every thing
which looked like an innuendo (as 1
think you called if). But pray, how

could that which I spoke so man;
years ago, and at about five thousand
leagues distance, in another reign, be
applied to any of the Yahoos who now
are said to govem the herd; especially
at a time when I little thought on or
feared the unhappiness of living under
them? Have not I the most reason to
complain, when I see these very Ya-
hoos carried by Houyhnhoms in a ve-
hicle, as if these were brutes, and those
the rational creatures? And indeed, to
avoid so monstrous and detestable a
sight was one principal motive of my
setirement hither.

‘Thus much I thought proper o tell you
in relation to yourself, and to the trust
T reposed in you.

Tdo in the next place complain of my
own great want of judgement, in being
prevailed upon by the entreaties and
false reasonings of you and some oth-
ers, very much against my own opin-
ion, to suffer my travels to be pub-
lished. Pray bring to your mind how
often I desired you to consider, when
you insisted on the motive of public
‘good: that the Yahoos were a species
of animals utterly incapable of amend-
ment by precepts or examples: and so
it hath proved; for instead of sceing a
full stop put to all abuses and comrup-
tions, at least in this little island, as 1
had reason to expect: behold, after

above six months waming, I cannot
leam that my book hath produced one
single effect according to my inten-
tions: T desired you would let me
know by a letter, when party and fac-
tion were extinguished: judges leamed
and upright; pleaders honest and mod-
est, with some tincture of common
sense; and Smithfield blazing with
pyramids of lawbooks; the young no-
bility's education entirely changed;
the physicians banished; the female
Yahoos abounding in virtue, honou,
truth and good sense; courts and lev-
ces of great ministers thoroughly
weeded and swept; wit, merit and
leaming rewarded; all disgracers of
the press in prose and verse con-
demned to eat nothing but their own
cotton, and quench their thirst with
their own ink. These and a thousand
other reformations, 1 firmly counted
upon by your encouragement; as in-
deed they were plainly deducible from
the precepts delivered in my book
And it must be owned that seven
months were a sufficient time to cor-
rect every vice and folly to which Ya-
hoos are subject, if their natures had
been capable of the least disposition to
virtue or wisdom: yet so far have you
been from answering my expectation
in any of your letters, that on the con-
trary you are loading our carrier every
week with libels, and keys, and reflec-
tions, and memoiss, and second parts;
wherein I see myself accused of re-
flecting upon great states-folk, of de-
grading human nature (for so they
have still the confidence to style it),
and of abusing the female sex. I find
likevwise that the writers of those bun-
dles are not agreed among themselves;
for some of them will not allow me to
be author of my own travels; and oth-
ers make me author of books to which
Tam wholly a stranger.

1 find likewise that your printer hath
been so careless as fo confound the
times, and mistake the dates of my
several voyages and retums; neither
assigning the true year, or the true
month, or day of the month: and I hear
the original manuseript is all destroyed
since the publication of my book. Nei-
ther have I any copy left: however I
have sent you some corrections, which
you may insert, if ever there should be
a second edition: and yet I cannot
stand to them, but shall leave that mat-
ter to my judicious and candid read-
ers, to adjust it as they please.

T hear some of our sea-Yahoos find
fault with my sca-language, as not
proper in many parts, nor now in use.
T cannot help it. In my first voyages,
while I was young, I was instructed by
the oldest mariners, and leamed to
speak as they did. But I have since
found that the sea-Yahoos are apt, like
the land ones, to become new-fangled
in their words, which the latter change
every year, insomuch as I remember
upon each retum to my owa country
their old dialect was so altered that 1
could hardly vnderstand the new.
And T observe, when any Yahoo
comes from London out of curiosity
visit me at my own house, we neither
of us are able to deliver our concep-
tions in a manner intelligible to the
other.

If the censure of Yahoos could any
way affect me, I should have great
reason to complain that some of them
are so bold as to think my book of
travels a mere fiction out of my own
brain, and have gone so far as to drop
hints that the Houyhnhnms and Ya-
hoos have no more existence than the
inhabitants of Utopia.

Tndeed T must confess, that as to the
people of Lilliput, Brobdingrag (for so

the word should have been spelt, and
not erroncously Brobdingnag), and
Laputa, I have never yet heard of any
Yahoo so presumptuous as to dispute
their being, or the facts I have related
concerning them; because the truth im-
mediately strikes every reader with
conviction. And is there less probabil-
ity in my account of the Houyhnhams
or Yahoos, when it is manifest as to
the latter, there are so many thousands
even in this city, who only differ from
their brother brutes in Houyhnham-
land, because they use a sort of a jab-
ber, and do not go naked? I wrote for
their amendment, and not their appro-
bation. The united praise of the whole
race would be of less consequence to
me than the ncighing of those fwo de-
generate Houyhnhnms I keep in my
stable; because from these, degencrate
as they are, I stil improve in some vir-
tues, without any mixture of vice.

Do these miserable animals presume to
think that T am so far degenerated as
to defend my veracity? Yahoo as I am,
it s well known through all
Houyhnhnm-land, that by the instruc-
tions and example of my illustrious
master I was able in the compass of
fwo years (although I confess with the
utmost difficulty) to remove that in-
fermal habit of lying, shuffling, deceiv-
ing, and equivocating, so deeply
rooted in the very souls of all my spe-
cies, especially the Europeans.

1 have other complaints to make upon
this vexatious occasion; but I forbear
troubling myself or you any further. I
‘must freely confess, that since my last
retum some corruptions of my Yahoo
nature have revived in me by convers-
ing with a few of your species, and
pasticularly those of my own family,
by an unavoidable necessity; else 1
should never have attempted so ab-
surd a project as that of reforming the
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Yahoo race in this kingdom; but I have
now done with all visionary schemes
forever. April2, 1727

THE PUBLISHER TO THE
READER

The author of these Travels, M
Lemuel Gulliver, is my ancient and in-
timate friend; there is likewise some
relation befween us by the mother's
side. About three years ago Mr. Gul-
liver, growing weary of the concourse
of curious people coming to him at his
house in Redsiff, made a small pur-
chase of land, with a convenient
house, near Newark in Nottingham-
shire, his native country; where he
now lives retired, yet in good esteem
among his neighbors.

Although Mr. Gulliver was bom in
Nottinghamshire, where his father
dwelt, yet T have heard him say his
family came from Oxfordshire; to con-
firm which, I have observed in the
churchyard at Banbury, in that county,
several tombs and momuments of the
Gullivers.

Before he quitted Redsiff, he left the
custody of the following papers inmy.
hands, with the liberty to dispose of
them as I should think fit. I have care-
fully perused them three times: the
style is very plain and simple; and the
only fault I find is, that the author, af-
ter the manner of travelers, is a little
too circumstantial. There is an air of
truth apparent through the whole; and
indeed the author was so distin-
guished for his veracity, that it became
a sort of proverb among his neighbors
at Redsiff, when any one affimed a
thing, to say it was as true as if Mr
Gulliver had spoke it

By the advice of several worthy per-
sons, to whom, with the author’s per-
mission, ] communicated these papers,
T now venture to send them into the
world, hoping they may be at least, for
some time, a better entertainment to
our young noblemen than the common
scribbles of politics and party.

‘This volume would have been at least
twice as large, if I had not made bold
to strike out innumerable passages re-
lating to the winds and tides, as well
as to the variations and bearings in the
several voyages; together with the mi-
nute descriptions of the management
of the ship in storms, in the style of
sailors: likewise the account of the lon-
gitudes and latitudes; wherein I have
reason to apprehend that Mr. Gulliver
may be a little dissatisfied: but I was
resolved to fit the work as much as
possible to the general capacity of
readers. However, if my own igno-
rance in sea-affairs shall have led me
to commit some mistakes, I alone am
answerable for them: and if any trav-
eler hath a curiosity to see the whole
work at large, as it came from the hand
of the author, I shall be ready to grat-
ify him

As for any further particulars relating
to the author, the reader will receive
satisfaction from the first pages of the
book.

Richard Sympson.

PART I AVOYAGE TO
LILLIPUT

CHAPTER I

My father had a small estate in Not-
tinghamshire; I was the third of five
sons. He sent me to Emanuel College
in Cambridge at fourteen years old.

where I resided three years, and ap-
plied myself close to my studies: but
the charge of maintaining me (alt-
hough I had a very scanty allowance)
being too great for a narrow fortune, 1
was bound apprentice to Mr. James
Bates, an eminent surgeon in London,
with whom 1 continued four years;
and my father now and then sending
me small sums of money, I laid them
out in leaming navigation, and other
parts of the mathematics, useful to
those who intend to travel, as I always
believed it would be some time or
other my fortune to do. When I left
Mr. Bates, I went down to my father;
where, by the assistance of him and
my uncle John, and some other rela-
tions, I got forty pounds, and a prom-
ise of thirty pounds a year to maintain
me at Leyden: there I studied physic
fwo years and seven months, knowing
it would be useful in long voyages.

Soon after my retum from Leyden, T
was recommended, by my good mas-
ter Mr. Bates, to be surgeon fo the
Swallow, Captain Abraham Pannell
commander; with whom I continued
three years and a half, making a voy-
age or two into the Levant, and some
other parts. When I came back, I re-
solved to setle in London, to which
Mr. Bates, my master, encouraged me,
and by him I was recommended to
several patients. I took part of a small
house in the Old Jury: and being ad-
vised to alter my condition, I married
Mrs. Mary Burton, second daughter to
Mr. Edmund Burton, hosier, in New-
gate-street, with whom I received four
hundred pounds for a portion.

But, my good master Bates dying in
fwo years after, and I having few
friends, my business began to fail; for
my conscience would not suffer me to
imitate the bad practice of too many
among my brethren. Having therefore

consulted with my wife, and some of
my acquaintance, I determined to go
again to sea. I was surgeon succes-
sively in two ships, and made several
voyages, for six years, to the East and
West Indies, by which I got some ad-
dition to my fortune. My hours of lei-
sure I spent in reading the best au-
thors, ancient and modem, being al-
ways provided with a good number of
books; and when I was ashore, in ob-
serving the manners and dispositions
of the people, well as leaming their
language, wherein I had a great facil-
v the strength of my memory.

The last of these voyages not proving
very fortunate, I grew weary of the
sca, and intended to stay at home with
my wife and family. I removed from
the Old jury to Fetter-Lane, and from
thence to Wapping hoping to get busi-
ness among the sailors; but it would
not tum to account. After three years
expectation that things would mend, T
accepted an advantageous offer from
Captain William Prichard, master of
the Antelope, who was making a voy
age to the South-Sea. We set sail from
Bristol May 4, 1699, and our voyage
at first was very prosperous.

It would not be proper, for some rea-
sons, to trouble the reader with the
particulars of our adventures in those
seas: let it suffice to inform him, that
in our passage from thence to the East
Indies, we were driven by a violent
storm to the northwest of Van Die-
men’s Land. By an observation, we
found ourselves in the latitude of 30
degrees 2 minutes south. Twelve of
our crew were dead by immoderate la-
bor and ill food, the rest were ina v

weak condition. On the fifth of No-
vember, which was the beginning of
summer in those parts, the weather be-
ing very hazy, the seamen spied a rock,
within half a cable’s length of the ship;

but the wind was so strong, that we
were driven directly upon if, and im-
mediately split. Six of the crew, of
whom I was one, having let down the
boat into the sea, made a shift to get
clear of the ship, and the rock. We
rowed by my computation about three
leagues, till we were able to work no
longer, being already speat with labor
while we were in the ship. We there-
fore trusted ourselves to the mercy of
the waves, and in about half an hour
the boat was overset by a sudden
flusry from the north. What became of
my companions in the boat, as well as
of those who escaped on the rock, or
were left in the vessel, I cannot tell;
but conclude they were all lost. Formy.
own part, I swam as fortune directed
me, and was pushed forward by wind
and tide. I often let my legs drop, and
could feel no bottom: but when I was
almost gone, and able to struggle no
longer, T found myself within my
depth; and by this time the storm was
much abated. The declivity was so
small, that I walked near a mile before
T got to the shore, which I conjectured
was about eight o'clock in the even-
ing. I then advanced forward near half
amile, but could not discover any sign
of houses or inhabitants; at least I was
in so weak a condition, that I did not
observe them. I was extremely tired.
and with that, and the heat of the
weather, and about half a pint of
brandy that I drank as I left the ship, 1
found myself much inclined to sleep.
T lay down on the grass, which was
very short and soft, where I slept
sounder than ever I remember to have
done in my life, and, as I reckoned.
above nine hours; for when I awak-
ened, it was just daylight. I attempted
tosise, but was not able to stir for, as
T happened to he on my back, I found
my arms and legs were strongly fas-
tened on each side to the ground; and
my hair, which was long and thick,
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tied down in the same manner. T like-
wise felt several slender ligatures
across my body, from my armpits to
my thighs. I could only look upwards;
the sun began to grow hot, and the
light offended my eyes. T heard acon-
fused noise about me, but in the pos-
ture I lay, could see nothing except the
sky. In a little time I felt something
alive moving on my left leg, which ad-
vancing gently forward over my
breast, came almost up fo my chin;
when bending my eyes downwardsas
much as I could, I perceived it to be a
human creature not six inches high,
with a bow and arrow in his hands,
and a quiver at his back. In the mean-
time, T felt at least forty more of the
same kind (as I conjectured) following
the first. I was in the utmost astonish-
ment, and roared so loud, that they all
ran back in a fright; and some of them,
as T was afterwards told, were hurt
with the falls they got by leaping from
my sides upon the ground. However,
they soon retumed, and one of them,
who ventured so far as to get a full
sight of my face, lifting up his hands
and eyes by way of admiration, cried
out in a shrill but distinct voice, Heki-
nah degul: the others repeated the
same words several times, but I then
knew not what they meant. I lay all
this while, as the reader may believe,
in great uncasiness: at length, strug-
gling to get loose, I had the fortune fo
break the strings, and wrench out the
pegs that fastened my left am to the
‘sround:; for, by lifting it up to my face,
T discovered the methods they had
taken to bind me, and at the same
time, with a violent pull, which gave
me excessive pain, I a little loosened
the strings that tied down my hair on
the left side, so that I was just able to
tum my head about two inches. But
the creatures ran off a second time, be-
fore I could seize them; whereupon
there was a great shout in a very shrill

accent, and affter it ceased, I heard one
of them cry aloud, Tolgo phonac;
when in an instant I felt above a hun-
dred amows discharged on my left
hand, which pricked me like so many
needles; and besides they shot another
flight into the air, as we do bombs in
Europe, whereof many, I suppose, fell
on my body (though I felt them not)
and some on my face, which I imme-
diately covered with my left hand
When this shower of amrows was over,
1 fell a groaning with grief and pain,
and then striving again to get loose,
they discharged another volley larger
than the first, and some of them at-
tempted with spears to stick me in the
sides; but, by good Iuck, I had on me
a buff jerkin, which they could not
pierce. I thought it the most prudent
method to lie still, and my design was
to continue so till night, when, my left
hand being already loose, I could eas-
ily free myself: and as for the inhabit-
ants, T had reason to believe I might be
a match for the greatest armies they
could bring against me, if they were all
of the same size with him that I saw.
But fortune disposed otherwise of me.
When the people observed I was quiet,
they discharged no more arrows; but,
by the noise I heard, I knew their num-
bers increased; and about four yards
from me, over against my right car, [
heard a knocking for above an hou,
like that of people at work; when tum-
ing my head that way, as well as the
pegs and strings would permit me, 1
saw a stage erected, about a foot and
a half from the ground, capable of
holding four of the inhabitants, with
fwo or three ladders to mount it: from
whence one of them, who seemed to
be aperson of quality, made me along
speech, whereof I understood not one
syllable. But I should have mentioned.
that before the principal person began
his oration, he cried out three times,
Langro dehul san (these words and the

former were afterwards repeated and
explained to me). Whereupon immedi-
ately about fifty of the inhabitants
came, and cut the strings that fastened
the left side of my head, which gave
me the liberty of turning it to the right
and of observing the person and ges-
ture of him that was to speak. He ap-
peared to be of amiddle age, and taller
than any of the other three who at-
tended him, whereof one was a page
that held up his train, and seemed fo
be somewhat longer than my middle
finger; the other two stood one on
cach side to support him. He acted
every part of an orator, and I could ob-
serve many periods of threatenings,
and others of promises, pity, and kind-
ness. T answered in a few words, but
in the most submissive manner, lifting
up my left hand and both my eyes to
the sun, as calling him for a witness;
and being almost famished with hun-
ger, having not caten a morsel for
some hours before I left the ship, T
found the demands of nature so strong
upon me, that I could not forbear
showing my impatience (perhaps
against the strict rules of decency) by
putting my finger frequently on my
mouth, to signify that I wanted food.
The Hurgo (for so they call a great
lord, as T afterwards leamed) under-
stood me very well. He descended
from the stage, and commanded that
several ladders should be applied to
my sides, on which above a hundred
of the inhabitants mounted, and
walked towards my mouth, laden with
baskets full of meat, which had been
provided, and sent thither by the
King’s orders, upon the first intelli-
gence he received of me. I observed
there was the flesh of several animals
but could not distinguish them by the
taste. There were shoulders, legs, and
loins, shaped like those of mutton, and
very well dressed, but smaller than the
wings of a lark. I ate them by two or

three at a mouthful, and took three
loaves at a time, about the bigness of
musket bullets. They supplied me as
they could, showing a thousand marks
of wonder and astonishment at my
bulk and appetite. I then made another
sign that I wanted drink. They found
by my cating that a small quantity
would not suffice me, and being a
most ingenious people, they slung up
with great dexterity one of their larg-
est hogsheads, then rolled it toward
my hand, and beat out the top; I drank
it off at a draught, which I might well
do, for it did not hold half a pint, and
tasted like a small wine of Burgundy,
but much more delicious. They
brought me a second hogshead, which
1 drank in the same manner, and made
signs for more, but they had none to
give me. When T had performed these
wonders, they shouted for joy, and
danced upon my breast, repeating sev-
eral times as they did at first, Hekinah
degul. They made me a sign that I
should throw down the two hogs-
heads, but first waming the people be-
low to stand out of the way, crying
aloud, Borach mivola, and when they
saw the vessels in the ais, there was a
universal shout of Hekinah degul. 1
confess I was often tempted, while
they were passing backwards and for-
wards on my body, to seize forty or
fifty of the first that came in my reach,
and dash them against the ground. But
the remembrance of what I had felt
which probably might not be the worst
they could do, and the promise of
honor I made them, for so I inter-
preted my submissive behavior, soon
drove out these imaginations. Besides,
T now considered myself as bound by
the laws of hospitality to a people who
had treated me with so much expense
and magnificence. However, in my
thoughts I could not sufficiently won-
der at the intrepidity of these diminu-
tive mortals, who dare venture to

‘mount and walk upon my body, while
one of my hands was at liberty, with-
out trembling at the very sight of so
prodigious a creature as I must appear
to them. After some time, when they
observed that T made no more de-
mands for meat, there appeared before
me a person of high rank from his Im-
perial Majesty. His Excellency, having
‘mounted on the small of my right leg,
advanced forwards up to my face,
with about a dozen of his retinue. And
producing his credentials under the
Signet Royal, which he applied close
to my eyes, spoke about ten minutes,
without any signs of anger, but with a
kind of determinate resolution; often
pointing forwards, which, as I after-
wards found, was towards the capital
city, about half a mile distant, whither
it was agreed by his Majesty in council
that I must be conveyed. I answered
in few words, but to no purpose, and
made a sign with my hand that was
loose, putting it to the other (but over
his Excellency’s head, for fear of hurt-
ing him or his train) and then to my
own head and body, to signify that I
desired my liberty. It appeared that he
understood me well enough, for he
shook his head by way of disapproba-
tion, and held his hand in a posture to
show that I must be carried as a pris-
oner. However, he made other signs to
et me understand that I should have
‘meat and drink enough, and very good
treatment. Whereupon I once more
thought of attempting to break my
bonds, but again, when I felt the smart
of their amows upon my face and
hands, which were all in blisters, and
‘many of the darts still sticking in them,
and observing likewise that the mum-
ber of my enemies increased, I gave
tokens to let them know that they
might do with me what they pleased.
Upon this the Hurgo and his train
withdrew with much civility and
cheerful countenances. Soon after 1
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heard a general shout, with frequent
repetitions of the words, Peplom se-
lan, and T felt great numbers of the
people on my left side relaxing the
cords to such adegree, that I was able
to tum upon my right, and to case my-
self with making water; which I very
plentifully did, to the great astonish-
ment of the who conjecturing by my
motions what I was going to do, im-
‘mediately opened to the right and left
on that side, to avoid the torrent which
fell with such noise and violence from
me. But before this, they had daubed
my face and both my hands with a sort
of ointment very pleasant to the smell,
which in a few minutes removed all
the smart of their arrows. These cir-
cumstances, added to the refreshment
T had received by their victuals and
drink, which were very nourishing,
disposed me to sleep. I slept about
cight hours, as I was afterwards as-
sured; and it was no wonder, for the
physicians, by the Emperor's order
had mingled a sleepy potion in the
hogsheads of wine.

It seems that upon the first moment 1
was discovered slecping on the
‘ground after my landing, the Emperor
had carly notice of it by an express;
and determined in council that I
should be tied in the manner I have re-
lated (which was done in the night
while I slept), that plenty of meat and
drink should be sent me, and a ma-
chine prepared to carry me to the cap-
ital city.

This resolution perhaps may appear
very bold and dangerous, and I am
confident would not be imitated by
any prince in Europe on the like occa-
sion; however, in my opinion, it was
extremely prudent, as well as gener-
ous. For supposing these people had
endeavored to kill me with their spears
and amows while I was asleep,

should certainly have awakened with
the first sense of smart, which might
so far have roused my rage and
strength, as to have enabled me to
break the strings wherewith I was tied;
after which, as they were not able to
‘make resistance, so they could expect
1o mercy.

These people are most excellent math-
ematicians, and arrived to great per-
fection in mechanics by the counte-
nance and encouragement of the Em-
peror, who is a renowned patron of
leaming. This prince has several ma-
chines fixed on wheels for the carriage
of trees and other great weights. He
often builds his largest men of war,
whereof some are nine feet long, in the
woods where the timber grows, and
has them camied on these engines
three or four hundred yards to the sea
Five hundred carpenters and engineers
were immediately set at work fo pre-
pare the greatest engine they had. It
was a frame of wood raised three
inches from the ground, about seven
feet long and four wide, moving upon
fwenty-two wheels. The shout I heard
was upon the arrival of this engine,
which it seems sef out in four hours af-
ter my landing. It was brought parallel
tome as I lay. But the principal diffi-
culty was to raise and place me in this
vehicle. Eighty poles, each of one foot
high, were erected for this purpose,
and very strong cords of the bigness
of packthread were fastened by hooks
to many bandages, which the work-
men had girt round my neck, my
hands, my body, and my legs. Nine
hundred of the strongest men were
employed to draw up these cords by
many pulleys fastened on the poles,
and thus, in less than three hours, T
was raised and slung into the engine,
and there tied fast. All this I was told.
for while the whole operation was per-
forming, I lay in a profound sleep, by

the force of that soporiferous medi-
cine infused into my liquor. Fifteen
hundred of the Emperor's largest
horses, each about four inches and a
half high, were employed to draw me
towards the metropolis, which, as 1
said, was half a mile distant

About four hours after we began our
jouney, I awaked by a very ridiculous
accident; for the camiage being
stopped a while to adjust something
that was out of order, two or three of
the young natives had the curiosity to
see how I looked when I was asleep;
they climbed up into the engine, and
advancing very softly to my face, one
of them, an officer in the Guards, put
the sharp end of his half-pike a good
way up into my left nostril, which tick-
led my nose like a straw, and made me
snceze violently: whereupon they stole
off unperceived, and it was three
weeks before I knew the cause of my
awaking so suddenly. We madea long
march the remaining part of that day,
and rested at night with five hundred
‘guards on each side of me, half with
torches, and half with bows and ar-
rows, ready to shoot me if I should of-
fer to stir. The next moring at sunrise
we continued our march, and arived
within two hundred yards of the city
gates about noon. The Emperor, and
all his court, came out fo meet us; but
his great officers would by no means
suffer his Majesty to endanger his per-
son by mounting on my body.

At the place where the camiage
stopped, there stood an ancient tem-
ple, esteemed to be the largest in the
whole kingdom, which having been
polluted some years before by an un-
natural murder, was, according to the
zeal of those people, looked on as pro-
fane, and therefore had been applied
to common uses, and all the omaments

and fumiture carried away. In this ed-
ifice it was determined I should lodge.
The great gate fronting to the north
was about four feet high, and almost
two feet wide, through which I could
casily creep. On each side of the gate
was a small window not above six
inches from the ground: into that on
the left side, the King's smiths con-
veyed fourscore and cleven chains,
like those that hang to a lady’s watch
in Europe, and almost as large, which
were locked to my left leg with six and
thisty padlocks. Over against this tem-
ple, on the other side of the great high-
way, at twenty feet distance, there
was a turret at least five feet high
Here the Emperor ascended with
many principal lords of his court, to
have an opportunity of viewing me, as
T was told, for I could not see them. It
was reckoned that above a hundred
thousand inhabitants came out of the
town upon the same emrand; and in
spite of my guards, I believe there
could not be fewer than ten thousand,
at several times, who mounted upon
my body by the help of ladders. Buta
proclamation was soon issued to for-
bid it upon pain of death. When the
workmen found it was impossible for
me to break loose, they cut all the
strings that bound me; whereupon I
rose up with as melancholy a disposi-
tion as ever I had in my life. But the
noise and astonishment of the people
at seeing me rise and walk, are not to
be expressed. The chains that held my
left leg were about two yards long,
and gave me not only the liberty of
walking backwards and forwards in a
semicircle; but, being fixed within
four inches of the gate, allowed me to
creep in, and lic at my full length in the
temple





